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• Enclosure Movement and Rangelands Fragmentation 

• Biographic, Habitat and Ecosystem Implications of 
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• Livelihood and Social Impacts of Fragmentation 

• What can be done? 

Synopsis (if any) 
(max. 100 words) 

Globally, pastoral adaptations to climate change are 
challenged by privatization programs changing land tenure 
systems from commons to smaller, private grazing areas. 
Privatization has been advocated to counter herder-induced 
environmental degradation, i.e., overgrazing. More recently, 
developmental aspects have been highlighted: one of the 
main assumptions is that social services are best provided in 
settled, urban environments. Notwithstanding the noble aim 
of developing pastoral societies, comparative evidence 
suggests that social and ecological consequences can be 
detrimental. Rangeland fragmentation and reduced mobility 
have increased the concentration of people and livestock in 
small areas, thereby exacerbating rangeland degradation. 
Moreover, fragmentation disrupts traditional social networks 
and consequently limits the sharing of labour, food and 
pasture. 
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